
Design in Permaculture









Function



thigh bone flute – about 50,000 years old





• Three berimbaus – still 
used today in capoeira, 
Brazilian dance/martial 
art.





Modern copy of Baroque guitar by Checchucci c.1623









• Guitar by the 
Martin company, 
USA, c.1840





























Design 





















Sector diagram





Design priorities

• Water

• Slope

• Pathways 

• Strategic placement of key elements, eg 
buildings























Maximise edges







Cold air sinks





Frost pocket























Analysis

• Design objectives

• Fit elements together to build systems

• Inputs linked to outputs









Analysis of an element 
Inputs and outputs 









Limiting factors 
the building blocks of design



















“The only limit is imagination”




